REBUILDING   AFTER   BATTLE
Tom Fey and Jimmy Law come back to the fold
for a time, to help, on the express understanding
that they rejoin the general at an earl}* date. As
the train is about to depart it is reported that two
officers are absent. The engine whistles, the French
guard becomes excited. I forbid the guard to start
without the               men* At last they arrive and
are pulled into our carriage as the train is on the
move, 'What have you got in those packs?' 1 ask
for fun. They both blush! 'Let's have a kit inspec-
tion/" 1 suggest* It is agreed, They 'show kit,' on a
carriage seat. The result is astounding! Two pairs
of girls*             and an odd one. Two pairs of silk
stockings and a chemise, one nightdress and a
string of beads, A pot of vaseline, a candle, two boxes
of matches, and an envelope full of astonishing
picture postcardss completes the list, * Souvenirs/
says one rascal. 'ToutprSt,9 says the other.
We go into the trenches again in a quiet sector,
nearly opposite Messines, The surroundings are
distinctly pleasant,, and the weather is good. Our
headquarters, when in the line, are actually in a
farmhouse, free from enemy observation and there-
fore quiet. I can ride my horse up to the very doors
and almost walk up to the line, unobserved^ without
entering the trenches. As my duty is to create
morale for the next big show I have unlimited
opportunity for carrying out this task*
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